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be cleared for a new form of democracy with a monarchical
head.

Papen is the executor of the will. This will of the dying
Field Marshal and President of the Reich, who always
regarded himself as merely the regent for his king, Papen
will execute when the future king can come as bringer of
peace, as restorer of justice and freedom.

IV

BXOOD  NOBILITY  AND   NEW
NOBILITY

It was certainly not threatened bankruptcy alone, or the
fear of losing old family estates and coming down in the
world, not material interests alone, that drove the German
aristocracy into the ranks of the Nazis. This revolution of
nihilism works a different form of seduction on each class.
It was natural that a nobility of blood, a nobility with a
past record of service to the State, with its sense of tradition
and blue blood and high caste and honour and special
obligations, should feel some kinship with the Nazi doctrine
of the inequality of human races, of political leadership, and
of the rule of a special elite* Those among the older members
of the German nobility who had not sunk into cynicism,
and accepted the status of privileged guests on the "seat
of the scornful," held fast to the principles of the way of life
formed by the Christian ethic. They were still in essentials a
Christian nobility* The incursion of Nazi ideas into the
ranks of the nobility took place through the younger elements*

I was visited after my resignation, at a time "when I was
socially isolated owing to the Nazi boycott, by aix East
Prussian junker, a Herr von A,, a stock-breeder of my
acquaintance. We had long worked together. As chairman
of our breeders' association he used occasionally to inspect
some of our breeding establishments. He was a man of
refined and cultured tastes, very musical and interested
also in literature. With his extremely fair hair, his incredibly
youthful appearance for the end of the fifties or the beginning
of the sixties, and his clear blue eyes, he was the very type of
the blood nobility of the purest race* On our return